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Su rf rider activ ists in N ew po rt hav e recently been intro du ced to  a po tentially dev astating 
pro j ect being pro po sed f o r Y aq u ina Bay.   T he P o rt o f  N ew po rt C o m m issio n is cu rrently 
in the pro cess o f  co nsidering signing a letter o f  agreem ent w ith Bay Bridge E nterprises 
to  dev elo p a ship breaking f acility o n po rt o w ned land acro ss f ro m  the H atf ield M arine 
Science C enter and the O rego n C o ast A q u ariu m .   T alks had been o n-go ing f o r a f ew  
m o nths and lo cal m edia had im plied that co m m issio ners w ere go ing to  appro v e the 
pro j ect.   P u blic no tice w as giv en appro x im ately 1  w eek bef o re pu blic co m m ent w as du e.   
I nf o rm atio n o n the pro j ect w as released in m id to  late N o v em ber and a decisio n w as 
ex pected the f irst w eek o f  D ecem ber.   R espo nding to  pu blic pressu re, the 
co m m issio ners schedu led a pu blic m eeting o n D ecem ber 6 , 2 0 0 5 .   A n estim ated 3 0 0  to  
4 0 0  peo ple attended the m eeting.   Sev enty-eight peo ple gav e testim o ny.   T hirty-eight 
peo ple w ere against, 1 7  w ere f o r and 2 3  stated they had to o  m any q u estio ns abo u t the 
pro j ect to  m ake a decisio n at the tim e o f  the m eeting.   T he co m m issio n had initially 
pro po sed that a decisio n o n the letter o f  agreem ent w o u ld be m ade o n D ecem ber 1 4 .   
D u e to  the o v erw helm ing pu blic interest and q u estio ns regarding the pro j ect, the 
co m m issio n delayed their decisio n to  allo w  f o r f u rther rev iew  o f  the pro j ect.   T he P o rt 
f av o rs this pro j ect becau se it has the po tential to  bring 1 2 0  j o bs to  the co m m u nity and 
increased dredging to  Y aq u ina Bay.   T he land is z o ned heav y indu strial, bu t cu rrently 
sits em pty.    
 
Fo llo w ing is so m e backgro u nd o n the ship breaking indu stry.   T he U S go v ernm ent 
needs to  scrap deco m m issio ned ships cu rrently sto red in San Francisco  Bay.   T he U S 
go v ernm ent is no  lo nger allo w ed to  send ships o v erseas ( du e to  E P A  law s)  to  be 
dism antled and scrapped.   C u rrently large ships are o nly being bro ken in Bro w nsv ille, 
T ex as and C hesapeake Bay, V irginia.   T here are no  f acilities o f  this type cu rrently 
breaking ships o n the W est C o ast.   I t co sts abo u t $ 1  m illio n do llars to  to w  the ships to  
T ex as, so  co m panies are lo o king to  sav e m o ney by breaking them  clo ser to  San 
Francisco  Bay.   D u ring the breaking pro cess, ships are cleared o f  all no n-m etal 
m aterials, inclu ding any to x ic m aterials, and then cu t apart.    
 
C o ncerns f o r N ew po rt:    

1 .  San Francisco  Bay has o v er a hu ndred inv asiv e species, w hich co u ld be 
dev astating to  Y aq u ina Bay’ s o yster indu stry and w ildlif e.  

2 .  T he pro po sed area is near residential areas and to u rism  destinatio ns.  
3 .  T he pro po sed area is j u st u pstream  f ro m  the H atf ield M arine Science C enter 

and O rego n C o ast A q u ariu m  w ater intakes and f acilities.  
4 .  T he entrance to  Y aq u ina Bay is narro w ;  the bar can be v ery ro u gh and 

su bj ect to  high w inds.  
5 .  T here is no  gu arantee o f  co nsistent em plo ym ent f o r lo cal peo ple.   T he ship 

breaking indu stry do es no t hav e a go o d track reco rd in o ther places.  
6 .  H az ardo u s m aterials rem o v ed f ro m  the ship m u st be transpo rted elsew here.  



7 .  Bay Bridge has no t released a plan to  the pu blic f o r co ntro lling the to x ic ru n-
o f f  f ro m  the site.   

 
 
P o stscript ( by M arku s M ead) :  
M any peo ple and gro u ps cam e to gether to  sho w  the P o rt C o m m issio ners that they 
co u ld no t, in the interest o f  the lo cal residents, appro v e this pro j ect.  M any Su rf rider 
v o lu nteers w ere inf lu ential in preparing pu blic co m m ent and inv o lv ing o thers in this 
activ ity.  Belo w  is an article f ro m  the N ew po rt N ew s T im es.  T here' s a w ebsite to  learn 
lo ts m o re abo u t ho w  this pro j ect q u ite nearly cam e abo u t.  I t j u st go es to  sho w , that 
M argaret M ead w as right:  " N ev er do u bt that a sm all gro u p o f  tho u ghtf u l, co m m itted 
citiz ens can change the w o rld.  I ndeed, it is the o nly thing that ev er has. "   
 
T hanks ev erybo dy f o r their hard w o rk.  Becau se o f  the env iro nm ental af f ects, this pro j ect 
w o u ld' v e j eo pardiz ed hu ndreds o f  ex isting f am ily w age, pro f essio nal j o bs at the H atf ield 
C enter, the A q u ariu m  in ex change f o r a handf u l o f  new  j o bs.  I t also  co u ld' v e incu rred 
po tential env iro nm ental haz ards f o r spo rt f isherm en, crabbers, su rf ers and w ildlif e.  I n 
su m , no t go o d f o r anybo dy ex cept the ship salv age co m pany. . . .   
 
http: / / w w w . o rednet. o rg/ ~ rbayer/ salv age/   
 
http: / / w w w . new po rtnew stim es. co m / articles/ 2 0 0 6 / 0 1 / 2 5 / new s/ new s0 5 . tx t 

 



  



 



 


