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July 22, 2008

Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez
U.S. Department of Commerce
Herbert C. Hoover Building
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

NOAA Office of General Counsel for Ocean Services

1305 East-West Highway, Room 6111
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency Appeal for Secretary of Commerce
Override of California Coastal Commission Objection to Consistency Certification for
Foothill-South Toll Road

Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

We are writing to express support for the California Coastal Commission's decision regarding
the Foothill-South Toll Road. We were disappointed the July 25 public hearing on the issue was
cancelled abruptly and urge you to hold a hearing locally to enable impacted residents and
concerned citizens to provide input on the proposed road.

On behalf of the millions of Californians who have consistently voted and voiced their support of
strong protections of California's coast and natural resources, we write to express our continuing
opposition to the Foothill-South Toll Road project. Consistent with that position, we respectfully
urge you to reject the TCA's appeal of the Coastal Commission's decision that the proposed toll
road is inconsistent with the CZMA.

When the California Coastal Commission held its Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
consistency certification hearing in February 2008 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, over 3,500
Californians took time off during a work day to express their concerns, largely in opposition to
the road. The 8-2 decision by the Coastal Commission to deny the certification, per its delegated
authority under the Coastal Zone Management Act, followed over 14 hours of testimony by both
supporters and opponents of the project, including extensive testimony by TCA representatives
and their consultants.

By now you have had an opportunity to read the 249-page staff report which analyzes in detail,
how the proposed toll road would affect virtually every relevant section of the Coastal Act.
Those impacts include the permanent elimination of environmentally sensitive habitat areas, the




